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2004 - 07

o Members call for effective guidance on low energy design

o review best international and UK practice

o prioritises, ‘the design/reality gap’, ‘whole building performance approach’ and ‘buildability’

odevelop energy standards

otalks Standards with EST, BRE – and promotes to AECB members

oSurvey shows members building to Silver, Gold + 1% of new buildings by floor area

2007 - 092007 - 09

o awarded £140,000 Carbon Trust Grant for CarbonLite programme

oawarded Esmee Fairbairn money & publishes SAP/PHPP report 

awarded 3 yr EU funding as UK partner for EU passivhaus promoters network, PASS-NET

2009 -10 

o promotes CarbonLite and Passivhaus to members and the mainstream 

o funded by Technology Strategy Board to help deliver the £17M Retrofit for The Future Competition

oBuilds low energy buildings database

oWARM starts running the CarbonLite training courses for the AECBo
oAECB sets up Passivhaus Trust with commercial and non commercial partners

2011 

oAECB business and organisational strategy developed

oLocal Groups, new Staff, improved Communications, ongoing improvements....

oCommissions ‘big picture’ report looking at UK Energy and Climate Change Policy.....
‘Less is More 
Energy Security after Oil’



Yes, and No.

Demonstrably low energy use & GHG emissions must be at the core of 
sustainable design and construction thinking and practice. 

Is the AECB 
all about Energy & Carbon?

sustainable design and construction thinking and practice. 

•AECB has played an important role in ensuring this is now the case –
we have a reduced, ongoing focus on energy

•Following the setting up of the Passivhaus Trust we now have space to 
look at other aspects of sustainability, however the intellectual landscape 
is ‘confused’ ...is ‘confused’ ...

•different aspects of sustainability should be explored in a holistic, 
‘ecological’ context, informed by the scientific approach and  evidence 
based experience. We hope ‘Less is More’ will help us here......



Current AECB focus?

•Growing the sustainable design and construction movement

• Refurbishment 

•Energy and Climate Change Policy



Delivery & Partners
AECB members project based activities are here
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Mainstreaming Low 
Energy

Showcasing AECB 
members’  projects

Educational resource, 
showcasing AECB 
members’ projects

Training 
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New for members

•Local Groups movement (separate speaker)

•Improved buildings database•Improved buildings database

•Improved communications:

•News platform (inc. AECB Network newsletter)

•Members ‘soapbox’

•AECB feature articles

•Improving website and access to online resources•Improving website and access to online resources

•Silver Standard self certification system (this quarter)



Peer Review Process

•Background to •Background to 
development
•Response to members
•Outline process
•Responsibility at each 
stage
•Used for academic papers•Used for academic papers
•Will be developed for 
articles



AECB buildings database
www.carbonlite.org.uk/carbonlite/lowenergybuildings.php

•New build & refurbishment, even existing...•New build & refurbishment, even existing...

•Domestic and non-domestic 

•Current version being improved 

•Will take performance data on RfF projects from EST’s database

•Will feed project to BRE/EST’s National Refurbishment Centre site

•Will be basis for Passivhaus Trust’s database•Will be basis for Passivhaus Trust’s database

•Will be linked to European Passivhaus database

•Can be expanded to include other aspects of sustainability – discuss!

122 projects – please add yours!!

•A quick look at some new features: http://www.pheriche.com/dev/buildings2010/

http://www.carbonlite.org.uk/carbonlite/lowenergybuildings.php
http://www.pheriche.com/dev/buildings2010/


News and features platform



AECB Soapbox – get it off your chest!
With AECB features editor support



AECB Soapbox – get it off your chest!
With AECB features editor support



AECB Soapbox – get it off your chest!
With AECB features editor support



AECB News and features platform
Specially commissioned articles



AECB News and features platform
Specially commissioned articles



Please come and talk to us
We welcome your views on your organisation
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